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Journalism cultures – epistemologies 
 
Question: The following statements describe different approaches to news coverage. For each of them, please tell me on a scale of 1 to 5 how strongly you agree or disagree. 5 
means you strongly agree, 4 means somewhat agree, 3 means neither agree nor disagree, 2 means somewhat disagree, and 1 means strongly disagree. 
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2071 Mean 3.85 4.06 4.29 3.86 4.29 4.04 4.44 4.00 3.86 4.21 3.78 4.28 4.55 4.30 4.10 3.99 4.13 4.03 3.73 4.36 4.11 4.11 I do not allow my own beliefs and convictions to 
influence my reporting.  SD 1.17 1.02 .88 .97 .88 1.02 .88 .91 1.06 .93 1.06 .95 .73 1.21 .97 .94 1.01 .90 1.36 1.09 1.03 1.03 

2068 Mean 4.17 2.66 3.97 4.24 3.99 4.21 4.50 2.74 4.13 2.42 4.37 4.55 3.90 4.01 3.82 4.51 4.20 3.18 4.43 4.61 4.14 3.94 I provide analysis of events and issues in my work. 
 SD .99 1.27 1.11 .85 1.02 .82 .78 1.26 .90 1.10 .90 .69 1.05 1.20 1.15 .75 .94 1.30 .76 .78 1.13 1.18 

2071 Mean 3.84 3.93 3.76 4.23 3.75 4.18 4.19 3.77 3.32 3.83 3.71 4.16 4.23 4.02 3.86 3.52 3.46 3.81 3.89 4.50 3.91 3.90 I think that facts speak for themselves. 
 SD 1.04 1.07 1.05 1.02 .86 .89 1.10 1.06 1.18 .86 1.19 .97 .92 1.02 .92 1.05 1.03 1.00 1.05 .86 1.14 1.05 

2067 Mean 3.93 4.10 3.98 3.80 4.24 4.44 4.65 3.92 4.05 3.91 3.69 4.34 4.41 4.34 4.35 3.86 4.01 3.76 3.92 4.48 4.02 4.11 I remain strictly impartial in my work. 
 SD 1.18 .86 .98 .94 .92 .63 .61 .92 .93 .94 1.14 .86 .88 .88 .77 .95 .97 .97 1.24 .77 1.03 .96 

2066 Mean 4.20 4.45 4.71 4.42 4.36 4.49 4.30 4.51 4.24 4.54 4.55 4.60 4.42 4.48 4.06 3.90 4.22 4.54 4.55 4.52 4.67 4.42 I make claims only if they are substantiated by hard 
evidence and reliable sources.  SD 1.02 .83 .54 .79 .67 .74 .93 .70 .81 .59 .76 .62 .83 .69 1.10 .88 1.04 .77 .74 .83 .70 .82 

2057 Mean 3.54 3.14 4.05 3.82 3.62 3.60 3.52 3.06 3.22 4.12 3.63 3.82 4.09 4.03 3.68 3.00 3.47 3.37 3.87 4.07 3.84 3.65 I think that journalists can depict reality as it is. 
 SD 1.08 1.22 1.04 1.09 .94 1.09 1.38 1.25 1.00 .76 1.06 1.10 .99 1.01 1.10 1.24 1.23 1.31 1.20 1.05 1.13 1.16 

2025 Mean 2.29 2.44 2.26 2.83 3.00 2.80 3.73 2.26 3.34 3.17 2.24 2.78 3.67 2.24 2.98 2.78 2.24 2.24 1.63 3.32 1.98 2.68 I always make clear which side in a dispute has the 
better position.   SD 1.05 1.18 1.25 1.09 1.10 1.07 1.18 1.14 1.08 .80 1.24 1.01 .96 1.13 1.18 1.09 1.25 1.12 1.14 1.39 1.08 1.25 

2075 Mean 3.49 4.34 3.46 3.85 3.55 4.37 4.59 4.18 4.03 4.11 4.00 3.66 4.30 3.47 4.26 3.39 3.80 4.34 4.19 3.83 4.05 3.96 I always stay away from information that cannot be 
verified.  SD 1.22 .88 1.47 1.12 1.15 .93 .81 1.08 1.03 1.10 1.14 1.27 .91 1.34 .98 1.13 1.24 .78 1.27 1.36 1.19 1.18 
 
 


