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Aggregated Data on Key Variables 

Reporting practices: Paying people for confidential information 

Question: Given an important story, which of the following, if any, do you think may be justified on occasion and  
which would you not approve of under any circumstances? 

Scale: 1 = always justified; 2 = justified on occasion; 3 = not approve under any circumstances 

 N always on 
occasion 

not 
approve 

  
N always on 

occasion 
not 

approve 

Albania 294 13.9% 59.2% 26.9%  Italy 385 1.0% 37.7% 61.3% 

Argentina 345 1.4% 28.7% 69.9%  Japan 741 .8% 47.4% 51.8% 

Australia 603 1.5% 26.9% 71.6%  Kenya 330 5.8% 50.9% 43.3% 

Austria 761 2.4% 42.2% 55.5%  Kosovo 190 8.9% 34.2% 56.8% 

Bangladesh 317 9.8% 40.7% 49.5%  Latvia 306 2.3% 38.6% 59.2% 

Belgium 580 3.3% 29.7% 67.1%  Malawi 171 7.0% 38.6% 54.4% 

Bhutan 88 30.7% 40.9% 28.4%  Malaysia 321 7.2% 42.7% 50.2% 

Botswana 184 4.9% 27.7% 67.4%  Mexico 375 3.5% 25.6% 70.9% 

Brazil 375 1.9% 17.9% 80.3%  Moldova 218 7.3% 47.7% 45.0% 

Bulgaria 263 2.7% 49.0% 48.3%  Netherlands 492 2.6% 40.2% 57.1% 

Canada 342 .9% 33.3% 65.8%  New Zealand 499 .4% 35.3% 64.3% 

Chile 465 6.0% 29.9% 64.1%  Norway 559 .9% 25.9% 73.2% 

China 641 31.4% 50.5% 18.1%  Oman 257 17.1% 34.6% 48.2% 

Colombia 550 5.3% 9.5% 85.3%  Philippines 343 .3% 29.4% 70.3% 

Croatia 484 6.2% 36.2% 57.6%  Portugal 401 20.2% 28.4% 51.4% 

Cyprus 204 2.0% 33.8% 64.2%  Qatar 339 3.8% 5.6% 90.6% 

Czech Republic 284 4.2% 54.9% 40.8%  Romania 340 9.4% 49.4% 41.2% 

Denmark 1354 .6% 20.5% 78.9%  Russia 390 13.6% 55.1% 31.3% 

Ecuador 364 6.9% 25.0% 68.1%  Serbia 387 5.4% 42.1% 52.5% 

Egypt 398 8.3% 41.0% 50.8%  Sierra Leone 205 12.2% 40.0% 47.8% 

El Salvador 245 3.3% 22.9% 73.9%  Singapore 93 .0%  21.5% 78.5% 

Estonia 267 7.9% 47.9% 44.2%  South Africa 347 .6% 20.7% 78.7% 

Ethiopia 331 2.7% 25.7% 71.6%  South Korea 352 1.1% 60.8% 38.1% 

Finland 357 1.1% 40.3% 58.5%  Spain 390 2.6% 37.2% 60.3% 

France 215 .5% 37.7% 61.9%  Sudan 275 13.1% 27.3% 59.6% 

Germany 740 6.1% 50.0% 43.9%  Sweden 529 .6% 48.4% 51.0% 

Greece 361 1.1% 36.8% 62.0%  Switzerland 903 .7% 27.8% 71.5% 

Hong Kong 440 4.5% 45.2% 50.2%  Tanzania 269 1.1% 3.3% 95.5% 

Hungary 351 10.0% 39.6% 50.4%  Thailand 362 11.6% 34.8% 53.6% 

Iceland 168 2.4% 32.7% 64.9%  Turkey 93 4.3% 41.9% 53.8% 

India 500 10.8% 42.6% 46.6%  UAE 119 5.9% 19.3% 74.8% 

Indonesia 647 4.2% 60.1% 35.7%  UK 663 1.5% 51.4% 47.1% 

Ireland 303 2.6% 49.5% 47.9%  USA 411 1.0% 11.7% 87.3% 

Israel 334 19.8% 36.2% 44.0%       
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Aggregated Data on Key Variables 

Reporting practices: Using confidential business or  
government documents without authorization 

Question: Given an important story, which of the following, if any, do you think may be justified on occasion and  
which would you not approve of under any circumstances? 

Scale: 1 = always justified; 2 = justified on occasion; 3 = not approve under any circumstances 

 N always on 
occasion 

not 
approve 

  
N always on 

occasion 
not 

approve 

Albania 293 17.1% 51.5% 31.4%  Italy 391 16.9% 59.6% 23.5% 

Argentina 356 14.9% 57.6% 27.5%  Japan 740 22.3% 69.5% 8.2% 

Australia 601 20.3% 55.9% 23.8%  Kenya 330 5.8% 45.5% 48.8% 

Austria 750 18.1% 61.9% 20.0%  Kosovo 192 14.6% 44.3% 41.1% 

Bangladesh 312 8.0% 38.1% 53.8%  Latvia 320 9.4% 66.3% 24.4% 

Belgium 586 18.3% 61.1% 20.6%  Malawi 170 11.8% 37.6% 50.6% 

Bhutan 88 29.5% 39.8% 30.7%  Malaysia 340 5.3% 28.5% 66.2% 

Botswana 185 13.0% 44.9% 42.2%  Mexico 376 16.8% 41.8% 41.5% 

Brazil 375 14.9% 62.9% 22.1%  Moldova 218 14.7% 52.3% 33.0% 

Bulgaria 262 12.2% 63.0% 24.8%  Netherlands 507 12.0% 72.4% 15.6% 

Canada 346 31.5% 58.4% 10.1%  New Zealand 517 10.1% 73.3% 16.6% 

Chile 471 14.0% 57.1% 28.9%  Norway 586 7.8% 82.3% 9.9% 

China 638 2.4% 35.7% 61.9%  Oman 257 25.3% 31.9% 42.8% 

Colombia 550 11.1% 11.6% 77.3%  Philippines 345 3.8% 64.1% 32.2% 

Croatia 487 18.7% 55.9% 25.5%  Portugal 405 20.0% 58.3% 21.7% 

Cyprus 202 2.0% 70.8% 27.2%  Qatar 355 2.0% 5.4% 92.7% 

Czech Republic 282 10.6% 69.9% 19.5%  Romania 339 11.8% 48.7% 39.5% 

Denmark 1358 9.4% 81.4% 9.1%  Russia 390 11.8% 53.6% 34.6% 

Ecuador 365 6.0% 30.7% 63.3%  Serbia 391 10.7% 52.2% 37.1% 

Egypt 398 10.3% 40.2% 49.5%  Sierra Leone 204 8.8% 35.8% 55.4% 

El Salvador 246 5.3% 42.7% 52.0%  Singapore 92 .0%  46.7% 53.3% 

Estonia 268 10.8% 57.5% 31.7%  South Africa 364 8.8% 66.5% 24.7% 

Ethiopia 334 3.3% 19.2% 77.5%  South Korea 354 4.0% 81.9% 14.1% 

Finland 352 11.1% 73.0% 15.9%  Spain 390 26.4% 55.4% 18.2% 

France 224 43.3% 51.3% 5.4%  Sudan 276 15.9% 26.1% 58.0% 

Germany 732 22.1% 55.5% 22.4%  Sweden 577 11.8% 84.7% 3.5% 

Greece 365 13.2% 64.4% 22.5%  Switzerland 905 12.8% 70.1% 17.1% 

Hong Kong 447 7.2% 67.3% 25.5%  Tanzania 270 .0%  4.4% 95.6% 

Hungary 350 10.6% 46.3% 43.1%  Thailand 360 12.2% 34.2% 53.6% 

Iceland 170 17.6% 66.5% 15.9%  Turkey 93 26.9% 52.7% 20.4% 

India 501 9.8% 40.1% 50.1%  UAE 216 6.0% 16.7% 77.3% 

Indonesia 647 2.5% 49.8% 47.8%  UK 672 8.0% 73.2% 18.8% 

Ireland 302 21.5% 70.2% 8.3%  USA 409 13.4% 62.3% 24.2% 

Israel 338 36.1% 29.0% 34.9%       
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Aggregated Data on Key Variables 

Reporting practices: Claiming to be somebody else 

Question: Given an important story, which of the following, if any, do you think may be justified on occasion and  
which would you not approve of under any circumstances? 

Scale: 1 = always justified; 2 = justified on occasion; 3 = not approve under any circumstances 

 N always on 
occasion 

not 
approve 

  
N always on 

occasion 
not 

approve 

Albania 295 5.4% 41.4% 53.2%  Italy 392 4.1% 56.1% 39.8% 

Argentina 353 5.1% 37.1% 57.8%  Japan 742 .3% 22.6% 77.1% 

Australia 605 .7% 12.7% 86.6%  Kenya 333 4.5% 38.7% 56.8% 

Austria 772 1.6% 47.0% 51.4%  Kosovo 192 6.8% 29.2% 64.1% 

Bangladesh 316 2.5% 31.3% 66.1%  Latvia 332 6.3% 72.0% 21.7% 

Belgium 589 5.9% 50.1% 44.0%  Malawi 175 10.3% 28.0% 61.7% 

Bhutan 87 14.9% 34.5% 50.6%  Malaysia 335 4.2% 33.7% 62.1% 

Botswana 186 2.7% 28.5% 68.8%  Mexico 377 8.2% 33.2% 58.6% 

Brazil 374 5.6% 51.1% 43.3%  Moldova 220 15.0% 68.2% 16.8% 

Bulgaria 261 1.5% 55.2% 43.3%  Netherlands 504 1.6% 52.4% 46.0% 

Canada 349 2.3% 36.4% 61.3%  New Zealand 514 .2% 25.7% 74.1% 

Chile 469 7.5% 41.2% 51.4%  Norway 579 .2% 67.4% 32.5% 

China 642 20.7% 65.6% 13.7%  Oman 257 30.0% 30.4% 39.7% 

Colombia 549 8.7% 11.5% 79.8%  Philippines 344 .6% 24.1% 75.3% 

Croatia 490 5.9% 41.0% 53.1%  Portugal 403 24.6% 34.0% 41.4% 

Cyprus 204 2.5% 57.8% 39.7%  Qatar 358 1.7% 3.9% 94.4% 

Czech Republic 284 4.9% 61.6% 33.5%  Romania 336 16.7% 70.5% 12.8% 

Denmark 1359 1.5% 68.9% 29.6%  Russia 390 14.6% 52.6% 32.8% 

Ecuador 365 6.0% 25.2% 68.8%  Serbia 399 3.0% 33.3% 63.7% 

Egypt 398 6.5% 31.9% 61.6%  Sierra Leone 196 15.3% 39.8% 44.9% 

El Salvador 246 3.7% 28.0% 68.3%  Singapore 94 .0% 33.0% 67.0% 

Estonia 271 11.4% 51.3% 37.3%  South Africa 360 .8% 38.9% 60.3% 

Ethiopia 334 7.8% 32.6% 59.6%  South Korea 354 4.8% 81.1% 14.1% 

Finland 356 2.5% 62.1% 35.4%  Spain 389 8.5% 38.3% 53.2% 

France 224 4.5% 54.9% 40.6%  Sudan 274 13.9% 20.1% 66.1% 

Germany 753 6.2% 43.7% 50.1%  Sweden 578 1.7% 83.4% 14.9% 

Greece 364 1.9% 34.3% 63.7%  Switzerland 900 1.4% 48.3% 50.2% 

Hong Kong 451 10.9% 61.0% 28.2%  Tanzania 272 .0% 1.5% 98.5% 

Hungary 363 10.5% 46.3% 43.3%  Thailand 368 15.2% 28.0% 56.8% 

Iceland 173 .0% 36.4% 63.6%  Turkey 94 17.0% 60.6% 22.3% 

India 499 6.0% 43.5% 50.5%  UAE 211 3.3% 25.1% 71.6% 

Indonesia 659 .6% 30.0% 69.3%  UK 670 .1% 46.3% 53.6% 

Ireland 301 1.0% 43.5% 55.5%  USA 413 2.2% 9.4% 88.4% 

Israel 338 29.0% 29.3% 41.7%       
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Aggregated Data on Key Variables 

Reporting practices: Exerting pressure on unwilling informants to get a story 

Question: Given an important story, which of the following, if any, do you think may be justified on occasion and  
which would you not approve of under any circumstances? 

Scale: 1 = always justified; 2 = justified on occasion; 3 = not approve under any circumstances 

 N always on 
occasion 

not 
approve 

  
N always on 

occasion 
not 

approve 

Albania 292 4.5% 27.7% 67.8%  Italy 388 15.2% 53.4% 31.4% 

Argentina 358 2.2% 26.5% 71.2%  Japan 735 1.4% 39.2% 59.5% 

Australia 603 2.7% 48.9% 48.4%  Kenya 328 5.5% 30.5% 64.0% 

Austria 773 .3% 16.9% 82.8%  Kosovo 191 8.4% 9.4% 82.2% 

Bangladesh 313 4.8% 9.3% 85.9%  Latvia 329 8.5% 38.9% 52.6% 

Belgium 575 4.3% 36.5% 59.1%  Malawi 167 12.6% 23.4% 64.1% 

Bhutan 88 17.0% 44.3% 38.6%  Malaysia 336 6.5% 35.7% 57.7% 

Botswana 185 9.7% 34.1% 56.2%  Mexico 374 5.6% 16.0% 78.3% 

Brazil 375 5.6% 45.6% 48.8%  Moldova 221 8.6% 38.9% 52.5% 

Bulgaria 261 .4% 16.1% 83.5%  Netherlands 495 7.9% 49.1% 43.0% 

Canada 331 10.0% 55.0% 35.0%  New Zealand 507 1.6% 45.6% 52.9% 

Chile 468 8.8% 34.2% 57.1%  Norway 560 3.0% 62.0% 35.0% 

China 637 3.9% 44.0% 52.1%  Oman 257 24.1% 38.1% 37.7% 

Colombia 548 8.0% 12.2% 79.7%  Philippines 342 2.0% 33.6% 64.3% 

Croatia 493 5.3% 28.8% 65.9%  Portugal 402 22.9% 39.3% 37.8% 

Cyprus 204 2.5% 72.1% 25.5%  Qatar 360 3.1% 6.1% 90.8% 

Czech Republic 284 3.9% 38.4% 57.7%  Romania 340 7.1% 39.1% 53.8% 

Denmark 1356 6.5% 65.4% 28.1%  Russia 390 11.3% 33.8% 54.9% 

Ecuador 363 7.4% 19.6% 73.0%  Serbia 400 8.8% 35.3% 56.0% 

Egypt 398 14.1% 35.4% 50.5%  Sierra Leone 207 10.1% 30.9% 58.9% 

El Salvador 245 3.3% 22.9% 73.9%  Singapore 92 2.2% 41.3% 56.5% 

Estonia 273 12.8% 53.8% 33.3%  South Africa 359 1.9% 45.4% 52.6% 

Ethiopia 344 11.9% 28.2% 59.9%  South Korea 355 1.7% 53.0% 45.4% 

Finland 356 10.1% 55.1% 34.8%  Spain 389 7.7% 35.0% 57.3% 

France 219 2.3% 31.5% 66.2%  Sudan 275 23.6% 21.1% 55.3% 

Germany 749 .7% 18.3% 81.0%  Sweden 549 1.5% 46.8% 51.7% 

Greece 370 8.1% 47.8% 44.1%  Switzerland 898 .6% 25.1% 74.4% 

Hong Kong 425 4.7% 46.8% 48.5%  Tanzania 270 4.4% 28.9% 66.7% 

Hungary 338 9.2% 34.0% 56.8%  Thailand 359 12.5% 34.0% 53.5% 

Iceland 165 4.2% 43.0% 52.7%  Turkey 94 5.3% 31.9% 62.8% 

India 494 5.9% 32.2% 61.9%  UAE 221 10.4% 16.7% 72.9% 

Indonesia 659 .9% 24.7% 74.4%  UK 662 .3% 34.9% 64.8% 

Ireland 300 1.3% 45.3% 53.3%  USA 411 5.4% 47.7% 47.0% 

Israel 336 43.8% 29.2% 27.1%       

  



 

© Worlds of Journalism Study - 5 - 

Aggregated Data on Key Variables 

Reporting practices: Making use of personal documents such as letters  
and pictures without permission 

Question: Given an important story, which of the following, if any, do you think may be justified on occasion and  
which would you not approve of under any circumstances? 

Scale: 1 = always justified; 2 = justified on occasion; 3 = not approve under any circumstances 

 N always on 
occasion 

not 
approve 

  
N always on 

occasion 
not 

approve 

Albania 291 3.4% 42.6% 54.0%  Italy 391 2.0% 39.6% 58.3% 

Argentina 354 2.3% 25.1% 72.6%  Japan 739  .1% 38.6% 61.3% 

Australia 602 2.0% 46.3% 51.7%  Kenya 332 5.4% 40.1% 54.5% 

Austria 785 .3% 21.4% 78.3%  Kosovo 187 8.6% 21.4% 70.1% 

Bangladesh 318 2.5% 17.6% 79.9%  Latvia 334 3.0% 33.8% 63.2% 

Belgium 583 2.9% 33.1% 64.0%  Malawi 165 6.7% 20.0% 73.3% 

Bhutan 88 17.0% 34.1% 48.9%  Malaysia 335 4.5% 26.6% 69.0% 

Botswana 184 2.7% 34.2% 63.0%  Mexico 375 2.9% 19.2% 77.9% 

Brazil 374 1.3% 35.6% 63.1%  Moldova 220 4.5% 35.0% 60.5% 

Bulgaria 262 1.1% 23.3% 75.6%  Netherlands 495 2.0% 44.2% 53.7% 

Canada 341 2.6% 54.8% 42.5%  New Zealand 510 .8% 48.8% 50.4% 

Chile 468 4.3% 32.3% 63.5%  Norway 553 .4% 51.0% 48.6% 

China 640 1.3% 26.3% 72.5%  Oman 257 25.7% 37.7% 36.6% 

Colombia 550 2.9% 7.5% 89.6%  Philippines 344 .6% 29.4% 70.1% 

Croatia 493 3.7% 23.5% 72.8%  Portugal 403 24.8% 28.5% 46.7% 

Cyprus 203 2.5% 43.8% 53.7%  Qatar 355 1.7% 3.9% 94.4% 

Czech Republic 284 1.8% 42.3% 56.0%  Romania 339 5.3% 23.9% 70.8% 

Denmark 1357 .8% 53.5% 45.7%  Russia 390 7.4% 38.5% 54.1% 

Ecuador 363 5.2% 19.0% 75.8%  Serbia 402 1.0% 15.4% 83.6% 

Egypt 398 7.5% 30.9% 61.6%  Sierra Leone 212 7.5% 30.7% 61.8% 

El Salvador 246 2.4% 18.7% 78.9%  Singapore 93 .0% 33.3% 66.7% 

Estonia 271 3.0% 22.5% 74.5%  South Africa 358 2.2% 44.7% 53.1% 

Ethiopia 343 4.1% 16.6% 79.3%  South Korea 353 .6% 42.8% 56.7% 

Finland 355 .8% 29.9% 69.3%  Spain 389 3.1% 31.9% 65.0% 

France 218 4.6% 34.4% 61.0%  Sudan 274 13.5% 16.4% 70.1% 

Germany 753 .5% 16.2% 83.3%  Sweden  –  –  –  – 

Greece 373 1.6% 30.8% 67.6%  Switzerland 903 .2% 28.7% 71.1% 

Hong Kong 449 4.7% 57.7% 37.6%  Tanzania 269 .7% 8.9% 90.3% 

Hungary 368 8.4% 38.9% 52.7%  Thailand 371 15.6% 24.8% 59.6% 

Iceland 168 1.2% 38.1% 60.7%  Turkey 95 4.2% 29.5% 66.3% 

India 497 5.0% 26.6% 68.4%  UAE 219 5.0% 12.3% 82.6% 

Indonesia 659 .3% 23.2% 76.5%  UK 669 .9% 46.3% 52.8% 

Ireland 299 1.7% 53.8% 44.5%  USA 409 2.9% 38.1% 58.9% 

Israel 336 16.1% 26.2% 57.7%       

  



 

© Worlds of Journalism Study - 6 - 

Aggregated Data on Key Variables 

Reporting practices: Getting employed in a firm or organization  
to gain inside information 

Question: Given an important story, which of the following, if any, do you think may be justified on occasion and  
which would you not approve of under any circumstances? 

Scale: 1 = always justified; 2 = justified on occasion; 3 = not approve under any circumstances 

 N always on 
occasion 

not 
approve 

  
N always on 

occasion 
not 

approve 

Albania 292 9.9% 61.0% 29.1%  Italy 379 5.3% 46.4% 48.3% 

Argentina 349 5.7% 35.0% 59.3%  Japan 736  1.1% 38.9% 60.1% 

Australia 602 2.2% 28.7% 69.1%  Kenya 334 6.6% 56.9% 36.5% 

Austria 764 8.0% 62.4% 29.6%  Kosovo 189 10.6% 42.9% 46.6% 

Bangladesh 293 8.5% 33.4% 58.0%  Latvia 323 11.8% 63.5% 24.8% 

Belgium 582 14.9% 63.7% 21.3%  Malawi 173 17.9% 44.5% 37.6% 

Bhutan 89 16.9% 39.3% 43.8%  Malaysia 338 3.6% 39.3% 57.1% 

Botswana 184 10.3% 39.1% 50.5%  Mexico 376 12.5% 30.3% 57.2% 

Brazil 376 3.5% 33.0% 63.6%  Moldova 216 14.8% 50.9% 34.3% 

Bulgaria 262 8.4% 55.3% 36.3%  Netherlands 506 14.2% 73.7% 12.1% 

Canada 336 8.3% 56.8% 34.8%  New Zealand 491 1.2% 49.3% 49.5% 

Chile 469 11.1% 35.0% 53.9%  Norway 543 1.5% 69.6% 28.9% 

China 635 4.4% 49.8% 45.8%  Oman 257 18.7% 34.6% 46.7% 

Colombia 550 4.4% 11.1% 84.5%  Philippines 343 .9% 30.0% 69.1% 

Croatia 485 9.5% 51.5% 39.0%  Portugal 405 21.0% 43.5% 35.6% 

Cyprus 204 2.9% 54.4% 42.6%  Qatar 354 1.4% 7.9% 90.7% 

Czech Republic 285 13.7% 63.5% 22.8%  Romania 340 11.5% 50.3% 38.2% 

Denmark 1358 5.2% 75.8% 19.1%  Russia 390 21.0% 56.2% 22.8% 

Ecuador 361 6.6% 28.3% 65.1%  Serbia 397 8.6% 41.3% 50.1% 

Egypt 398 11.8% 39.7% 48.5%  Sierra Leone 210 26.2% 54.3% 19.5% 

El Salvador 245 5.7% 28.2% 66.1%  Singapore 91 1.1% 35.2% 63.7% 

Estonia 267 9.4% 47.6% 43.1%  South Africa 347 2.9% 45.0% 52.2% 

Ethiopia 335 4.2% 29.9% 66.0%  South Korea 354 3.4% 60.7% 35.9% 

Finland 356 9.6% 67.7% 22.8%  Spain 389 8.7% 43.4% 47.8% 

France 215 11.6% 60.9% 27.4%  Sudan 276 17.8% 21.0% 61.2% 

Germany 747 13.4% 60.4% 26.2%  Sweden 556 7.9% 87.1% 5.0% 

Greece 359 1.9% 36.5% 61.6%  Switzerland 900 3.8% 59.4% 36.8% 

Hong Kong 440 5.0% 59.5% 35.5%  Tanzania 271 3.0% 34.7% 62.4% 

Hungary 361 12.5% 48.8% 38.8%  Thailand 360 15.0% 28.9% 56.1% 

Iceland 161 1.2% 37.3% 61.5%  Turkey 94 4.3% 44.7% 51.1% 

India 497 11.1% 30.2% 58.8%  UAE 215 2.3% 16.7% 80.9% 

Indonesia 633 4.4% 56.4% 39.2%  UK 670 3.7% 71.2% 25.1% 

Ireland 302 7.0% 75.8% 17.2%  USA 412 3.4% 34.0% 62.6% 

Israel 334 35.0% 30.5% 34.4%       
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Aggregated Data on Key Variables 

Reporting practices: Using hidden microphones or cameras 

Question: Given an important story, which of the following, if any, do you think may be justified on occasion and  
which would you not approve of under any circumstances? 

Scale: 1 = always justified; 2 = justified on occasion; 3 = not approve under any circumstances 

 N always on 
occasion 

not 
approve 

  
N always on 

occasion 
not 

approve 

Albania 295 9.5% 71.9% 18.6%  Italy 389 10.8% 65.8% 23.4% 

Argentina 358 8.9% 52.8% 38.3%  Japan 741  .9% 70.0% 29.0% 

Australia 602 2.2% 40.2% 57.6%  Kenya 334 15.0% 70.4% 14.7% 

Austria 770 4.5% 61.8% 33.6%  Kosovo 194 15.5% 47.9% 36.6% 

Bangladesh 312 11.2% 46.5% 42.3%  Latvia 328 14.9% 76.2% 8.8% 

Belgium 586 12.8% 70.6% 16.6%  Malawi 174 14.9% 48.3% 36.8% 

Bhutan 87 11.5% 58.6% 29.9%  Malaysia 339 10.9% 46.3% 42.8% 

Botswana 184 10.3% 53.8% 35.9%  Mexico 376 13.3% 46.3% 40.4% 

Brazil 376 13.6% 74.5% 12.0%  Moldova 219 18.7% 67.1% 14.2% 

Bulgaria 261 10.7% 75.5% 13.8%  Netherlands 508 4.5% 79.7% 15.7% 

Canada 349 12.0% 73.1% 14.9%  New Zealand 514 1.8% 73.2% 25.1% 

Chile 470 11.1% 53.6% 35.3%  Norway 590 1.0% 92.7% 6.3% 

China 640 8.3% 73.0% 18.8%  Oman 257 24.5% 23.7% 51.8% 

Colombia 550 15.5% 18.9% 65.6%  Philippines 344 2.0% 61.9% 36.0% 

Croatia 488 6.4% 52.9% 40.8%  Portugal 403 11.9% 68.7% 19.4% 

Cyprus 204 2.5% 46.1% 51.5%  Qatar 358 2.0% 7.0% 91.1% 

Czech Republic 288 17.0% 72.6% 10.4%  Romania 339 18.3% 68.4% 13.3% 

Denmark 1358 2.4% 92.7% 4.9%  Russia 390 16.4% 70.0% 13.6% 

Ecuador 360 7.8% 39.4% 52.8%  Serbia 394 5.8% 42.4% 51.8% 

Egypt 398 13.6% 34.2% 52.3%  Sierra Leone 213 21.6% 58.2% 20.2% 

El Salvador 245 3.7% 39.2% 57.1%  Singapore 92 3.3% 52.2% 44.6% 

Estonia 271 10.7% 53.1% 36.2%  South Africa 364 4.4% 73.1% 22.5% 

Ethiopia 341 2.6% 36.7% 60.7%  South Korea 354 3.1% 65.5% 31.4% 

Finland 362 3.3% 66.9% 29.8%  Spain 390 6.9% 47.9% 45.1% 

France 216 13.4% 74.5% 12.0%  Sudan 275 11.6% 19.6% 68.7% 

Germany 747 6.2% 48.7% 45.1%  Sweden 582 4.5% 93.6% 1.9% 

Greece 361 1.4% 41.0% 57.6%  Switzerland 904 2.8% 63.8% 33.4% 

Hong Kong 444 10.1% 68.7% 21.2%  Tanzania 268 .4% 9.3% 90.3% 

Hungary 363 15.7% 56.2% 28.1%  Thailand 368 8.4% 53.5% 38.0% 

Iceland 172 2.9% 75.0% 22.1%  Turkey 95 2.1% 57.9% 40.0% 

India 504 23.0% 52.0% 25.0%  UAE 220 5.0% 18.6% 76.4% 

Indonesia 656 9.8% 74.1% 16.2%  UK 670 2.7% 75.7% 21.6% 

Ireland 300 5.0% 83.0% 12.0%  USA 412 8.7% 55.1% 36.2% 

Israel 339 56.6% 28.0% 15.3%       
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Aggregated Data on Key Variables 

Reporting practices: Using re-creations or dramatizations of news by actors 

Question: Given an important story, which of the following, if any, do you think may be justified on occasion and  
which would you not approve of under any circumstances? 

Scale: 1 = always justified; 2 = justified on occasion; 3 = not approve under any circumstances 

 N always on 
occasion 

not 
approve 

  
N always on 

occasion 
not 

approve 

Albania 294 1.0% 6.5% 92.5%  Italy 366 7.9% 59.8% 32.2% 

Argentina 356 7.6% 38.5% 53.9%  Japan 735  16.3% 71.4% 12.2% 

Australia 590 10.0% 64.4% 25.6%  Kenya 318 10.7% 44.0% 45.3% 

Austria 708 7.9% 44.6% 47.5%  Kosovo 189 8.5% 2.6% 88.9% 

Bangladesh 306 1.0% 2.6% 96.4%  Latvia 308 5.8% 38.6% 55.5% 

Belgium 562 8.7% 42.5% 48.8%  Malawi 166 7.2% 31.9% 60.8% 

Bhutan 87 10.3% 41.4% 48.3%  Malaysia 334 5.7% 43.7% 50.6% 

Botswana 184 5.4% 33.7% 60.9%  Mexico 375 11.2% 30.4% 58.4% 

Brazil 376 1.6% 24.7% 73.7%  Moldova 220 2.7% 23.6% 73.6% 

Bulgaria 263 4.6% 33.1% 62.4%  Netherlands 485 1.4% 39.4% 59.2% 

Canada 318 5.7% 52.5% 41.8%  New Zealand 476 3.4% 65.8% 30.9% 

Chile 468 9.8% 35.9% 54.3%  Norway 497 3.8% 47.1% 49.1% 

China 635 20.9% 62.0% 17.0%  Oman 257 37.7% 27.2% 35.0% 

Colombia 547 17.9% 18.8% 63.3%  Philippines 339 5.3% 55.2% 39.5% 

Croatia 452 11.5% 59.5% 29.0%  Portugal 402 23.4% 41.5% 35.1% 

Cyprus 203 3.9% 3.4% 92.6%  Qatar 356 .6% 2.0% 97.5% 

Czech Republic 258 7.4% 32.9% 59.7%  Romania 340 4.7% 25.6% 69.7% 

Denmark 1345 6.0% 70.9% 23.0%  Russia 390 10.0% 23.1% 66.9% 

Ecuador 359 22.6% 42.6% 34.8%  Serbia 387 6.5% 32.6% 61.0% 

Egypt 399 2.0% 4.3% 93.7%  Sierra Leone 202 20.3% 43.1% 36.6% 

El Salvador 243 9.9% 34.6% 55.6%  Singapore 93 4.3% 50.5% 45.2% 

Estonia 263 26.2% 51.3% 22.4%  South Africa 325 1.2% 52.0% 46.8% 

Ethiopia 341 4.1% 26.7% 69.2%  South Korea 354 2.0% 29.1% 68.9% 

Finland 333 17.7% 61.9% 20.4%  Spain 385 8.8% 31.9% 59.2% 

France 213 2.8% 23.5% 73.7%  Sudan 276 3.6% .4% 96.0% 

Germany 701 18.5% 47.5% 34.0%  Sweden 497 2.4% 79.3% 18.3% 

Greece 349 .9% 18.3% 80.8%  Switzerland 896 9.9% 54.1% 35.9% 

Hong Kong 400 7.5% 56.8% 35.8%  Tanzania 271 .0% 2.2% 97.8% 

Hungary 347 11.0% 30.5% 58.5%  Thailand 362 11.9% 45.9% 42.3% 

Iceland 159 .6% 27.7% 71.7%  Turkey 94 .0% 6.4% 93.6% 

India 491 14.1% 41.8% 44.2%  UAE 215 2.8% 9.8% 87.4% 

Indonesia 655 .3% 10.4% 89.3%  UK 614 6.4% 67.9% 25.7% 

Ireland 298 9.7% 73.8% 16.4%  USA 405 4.2% 31.1% 64.7% 

Israel 318 52.2% 23.0% 24.8%       
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Aggregated Data on Key Variables 

Reporting practices: Publishing stories with unverified content 

Question: Given an important story, which of the following, if any, do you think may be justified on occasion and  
which would you not approve of under any circumstances? 

Scale: 1 = always justified; 2 = justified on occasion; 3 = not approve under any circumstances 

 N always on 
occasion 

not 
approve 

  
N always on 

occasion 
not 

approve 

Albania 295 .7% 8.8% 90.5%  Italy 396 .5% 7.1% 92.4% 

Argentina 356 .6% 4.8% 94.7%  Japan  –  –  –  – 

Australia 603 1.3% 34.3% 64.3%  Kenya 332 1.8% 13.6% 84.6% 

Austria 776 .9% 43.2% 55.9%  Kosovo 191 6.3% 4.2% 89.5% 

Bangladesh 303 2.3% 2.3% 95.4%  Latvia 337 .9% 18.4% 80.7% 

Belgium 587 2.0% 9.2% 88.8%  Malawi 164 6.1% 5.5% 88.4% 

Bhutan 88 9.1% 29.5% 61.4%  Malaysia 336 4.2% 19.0% 76.8% 

Botswana 184 2.2% 8.2% 89.7%  Mexico 377 3.7% 4.2% 92.0% 

Brazil 376 .3% 2.9% 96.8%  Moldova 219 1.4% 10.0% 88.6% 

Bulgaria 262 .0% 3.8% 96.2%  Netherlands 506 .4% 17.0% 82.6% 

Canada 348 .6% 15.5% 83.9%  New Zealand 517 .0% 23.4% 76.6% 

Chile 474 9.1% 3.8% 87.1%  Norway 568 .2% 27.3% 72.5% 

China 643 2.3% 15.4% 82.3%  Oman 257 43.2% 23.0% 33.9% 

Colombia 549 2.9% 3.6% 93.4%  Philippines 342 .3% 10.5% 89.2% 

Croatia 495 3.0% 9.1% 87.9%  Portugal 405 28.9% 18.3% 52.8% 

Cyprus 204 4.9% 2.5% 92.6%  Qatar 354 1.7% 3.4% 94.9% 

Czech Republic 284 .4% 21.5% 78.2%  Romania 340 3.8% 8.2% 87.9% 

Denmark 1357 1.1% 39.9% 59.0%  Russia 390 10.0% 17.7% 72.3% 

Ecuador 362 7.2% 6.1% 86.7%  Serbia 405 1.0% 10.9% 88.1% 

Egypt 398 1.3% 8.8% 89.9%  Sierra Leone 208 3.4% 11.5% 85.1% 

El Salvador 248 2.4% 6.9% 90.7%  Singapore 93 1.1% 14.0% 84.9% 

Estonia 273 2.6% 10.6% 86.8%  South Africa 359 .0% 10.9% 89.1% 

Ethiopia 341 4.7% 6.2% 89.1%  South Korea 355 .3% 7.9% 91.8% 

Finland 363 2.2% 43.8% 54.0%  Spain 390 .3% 1.8% 97.9% 

France 223 .0% 2.7% 97.3%  Sudan 275 2.2% 2.9% 94.9% 

Germany 752 3.7% 33.8% 62.5%  Sweden 573 .2% 42.8% 57.1% 

Greece 382 .0% 9.2% 90.8%  Switzerland 904 1.0% 31.9% 67.1% 

Hong Kong 443 4.1% 30.7% 65.2%  Tanzania 272 10.7% 27.9% 61.4% 

Hungary 362 8.8% 37.0% 54.1%  Thailand 367 15.8% 25.6% 58.6% 

Iceland 171 .6% 36.8% 62.6%  Turkey 95 3.2% 32.6% 64.2% 

India 499 4.8% 12.6% 82.6%  UAE 222 1.4% 5.4% 93.2% 

Indonesia 655 .3% 6.6% 93.1%  UK 667 1.3% 23.8% 74.8% 

Ireland 300 2.0% 15.7% 82.3%  USA 411 2.4% 8.0% 89.5% 

Israel 337 11.3% 11.9% 76.9%       
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Aggregated Data on Key Variables 

Reporting practices: Accepting money from sources 

Question: Given an important story, which of the following, if any, do you think may be justified on occasion and  
which would you not approve of under any circumstances? 

Scale: 1 = always justified; 2 = justified on occasion; 3 = not approve under any circumstances 

 N always on 
occasion 

not 
approve 

  
N always on 

occasion 
not 

approve 

Albania 295 .7% 6.8% 92.5%  Italy 395 .5% 1.8% 97.7% 

Argentina 356 1.1% 3.4% 95.5%  Japan 742  .0% 4.6% 95.4% 

Australia 605 .3% 1.0% 98.7%  Kenya 330 1.8% 18.5% 79.7% 

Austria 797 .1% 1.4% 98.5%  Kosovo 191 4.7% 4.2% 91.1% 

Bangladesh 302 .7% 2.6% 96.7%  Latvia 337 .9% 3.6% 95.5% 

Belgium 586 1.7% 1.5% 96.8%  Malawi 166 7.2% 18.7% 74.1% 

Bhutan 84 20.2% 21.4% 58.3%  Malaysia 326 4.9% 20.2% 74.8% 

Botswana 185 1.6% 3.8% 94.6%  Mexico 376 2.4% 3.5% 94.1% 

Brazil 376 .3% 1.1% 98.7%  Moldova 220 .9% 5.0% 94.1% 

Bulgaria 263 .0% 1.9% 98.1%  Netherlands 511 .4% 4.3% 95.3% 

Canada 352 .6% .3% 99.1%  New Zealand 514 .0% 1.9% 98.1% 

Chile 473 8.9% 1.3% 89.9%  Norway 598 .0% .3% 99.7% 

China 638 1.6% 17.2% 81.2%  Oman 257 27.6% 6.2% 66.1% 

Colombia 549 2.2% 1.6% 96.2%  Philippines 342 .0% 4.7% 95.3% 

Croatia 493 3.7% 1.8% 94.5%  Portugal 404 34.2% .7% 65.1% 

Cyprus 204 5.4% .0%  94.6%  Qatar 351 .9% 2.0% 97.2% 

Czech Republic 287 .3% 1.4% 98.3%  Romania 337 4.7% 5.6% 89.6% 

Denmark 1353 .7% 2.3% 97.0%  Russia 390 10.3% 16.4% 73.3% 

Ecuador 361 5.0% 6.9% 88.1%  Serbia 402 1.2% 4.0% 94.8% 

Egypt 398 2.0% 4.5% 93.5%  Sierra Leone 199 3.5% 12.6% 83.9% 

El Salvador 249 2.4% 2.0% 95.6%  Singapore 94 .0% 1.1% 98.9% 

Estonia 272 6.6% 5.5% 87.9%  South Africa 355 .8% .3% 98.9% 

Ethiopia 340 3.5% 11.8% 84.7%  South Korea 355 .3% 3.4% 96.3% 

Finland 365 .5% .0% 99.5%  Spain 390 .3% 2.1% 97.7% 

France 226 .0% .4% 99.6%  Sudan 275 1.5% 2.2% 96.4% 

Germany 759 .3% 3.8% 95.9%  Sweden 583 .2% .7% 99.1% 

Greece 380 .3% 1.6% 98.2%  Switzerland 904 .0% 1.1% 98.9% 

Hong Kong 459 3.3% 7.2% 89.5%  Tanzania 272 44.5% 34.6% 21.0% 

Hungary 363 11.0% 16.8% 72.2%  Thailand 362 15.2% 19.6% 65.2% 

Iceland 179 .6% .6% 98.9%  Turkey 95 .0% 3.2% 96.8% 

India 502 3.0% 9.8% 87.3%  UAE 220 2.7% 2.3% 95.0% 

Indonesia 644 .2% 15.8% 84.0%  UK 678 .3% 3.7% 96.0% 

Ireland 303 2.3% .7% 97.0%  USA 412 2.4% 1.0% 96.6% 

Israel 337 10.4% 3.9% 85.8%       
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Aggregated Data on Key Variables 

Reporting practices: Altering or fabricating quotes from sources 

Question: Given an important story, which of the following, if any, do you think may be justified on occasion and  
which would you not approve of under any circumstances?(Optional item) 

Scale: 1 = always justified; 2 = justified on occasion; 3 = not approve under any circumstances 

 N always on 
occasion 

not 
approve 

  
N always on 

occasion 
not 

approve 

Albania 294 .0% 7.5% 92.5%  Italy  –  –  –  – 

Argentina 358 .6% 7.5% 91.9%  Japan 743 .1% 2.7% 97.2% 

Australia 605 .5% 17.5% 82.0%  Kenya 332 1.5% 14.8% 83.7% 

Austria  –  –  –  –  Kosovo 192 5.2% 3.1% 91.7% 

Bangladesh 303 1.3% 2.0% 96.7%  Latvia 336 1.8% 2.7% 95.5% 

Belgium 566 2.7% 8.8% 88.5%  Malawi 167 7.8% 7.2% 85.0% 

Bhutan 83 22.9% 20.5% 56.6%  Malaysia 321 5.3% 22.4% 72.3% 

Botswana 185 1.6% 3.8% 94.6%  Mexico 376 2.7% 3.7% 93.6% 

Brazil 376 .3% 1.6% 98.1%  Moldova 221 1.8% 5.0% 93.2% 

Bulgaria 263 .0% 2.3% 97.7%  Netherlands 509 .4% 11.4% 88.2% 

Canada 346 .6% 3.8% 95.7%  New Zealand  –  –  –  – 

Chile 474 8.9% 5.9% 85.2%  Norway  –  –  –  – 

China 643 1.4% 11.5% 87.1%  Oman 257 28.0% 7.4% 64.6% 

Colombia 547 2.2% 2.9% 94.9%  Philippines 343 .0% 3.2% 96.8% 

Croatia  –  –  –  –  Portugal 404 33.7% 2.7% 63.6% 

Cyprus 204 5.4% .0%  94.6%  Qatar  –  –  –  – 

Czech Republic 284 1.1% 20.4% 78.5%  Romania 337 4.5% 3.3% 92.3% 

Denmark  –  –  –  –  Russia 390 9.7% 8.7% 81.5% 

Ecuador 361 5.3% 6.6% 88.1%  Serbia 405 1.0% 4.0% 95.1% 

Egypt 397 1.5% 5.5% 92.9%  Sierra Leone 201 6.5% 9.5% 84.1% 

El Salvador 249 2.4% 5.2% 92.4%  Singapore 93 .0% 7.5% 92.5% 

Estonia 262 2.7% 10.3% 87.0%  South Africa 356 .0% 3.1% 96.9% 

Ethiopia 348 4.6% 9.2% 86.2%  South Korea 355 .3% 14.6% 85.1% 

Finland 366 .8% 1.4% 97.8%  Spain 388 .5% 7.0% 92.5% 

France 222 .0% 5.9% 94.1%  Sudan 276 2.9% 2.9% 94.2% 

Germany  –  –  –  –  Sweden  –  –  –  – 

Greece 381 .3% .3% 99.5%  Switzerland  –  –  –  – 

Hong Kong 462 3.5% 6.7% 89.8%  Tanzania 272 .0% 4.0% 96.0% 

Hungary 345 10.4% 13.9% 75.7%  Thailand  –  –  –  – 

Iceland 177 1.1% 5.1% 93.8%  Turkey 94 .0% 7.4% 92.6% 

India 494 3.4% 19.4% 77.1%  UAE 221 2.3% 1.8% 95.9% 

Indonesia  –  –  –  –  UK 682 .4% 4.3% 95.3% 

Ireland 302 2.3% 2.6% 95.0%  USA 413 2.7% 1.2% 96.1% 

Israel 335 9.6% 5.7% 84.8%       
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Aggregated Data on Key Variables 

Reporting practices: Altering photographs 

Question: Given an important story, which of the following, if any, do you think may be justified on occasion and  
which would you not approve of under any circumstances? (Optional item) 

Scale: 1 = always justified; 2 = justified on occasion; 3 = not approve under any circumstances 

 N always on 
occasion 

not 
approve 

  
N always on 

occasion 
not 

approve 

Albania 294 .0% 3.1% 96.9%  Italy  –  –  –  – 

Argentina 356 .6% 10.4% 89.0%  Japan 741 .1% 8.8% 91.1% 

Australia 587 1.4% 34.9% 63.7%  Kenya 330 1.8% 19.1% 79.1% 

Austria  –  –  –  –  Kosovo 192 5.7% 2.1% 92.2% 

Bangladesh 322 .6% 1.9% 97.5%  Latvia 330 1.2% 19.1% 79.7% 

Belgium 561 1.2% 21.6% 77.2%  Malawi 165 6.1% 10.3% 83.6% 

Bhutan 84 34.5% 20.2% 45.2%  Malaysia 322 5.6% 21.1% 73.3% 

Botswana 185 3.8% 5.4% 90.8%  Mexico 377 2.1% 2.9% 95.0% 

Brazil 376 .3% 5.9% 93.9%  Moldova 221 1.8% 7.2% 91.0% 

Bulgaria 262 .0% 13.7% 86.3%  Netherlands 510 1.4% 26.9% 71.8% 

Canada 341 .6% 9.1% 90.3%  New Zealand  –  –  –  – 

Chile 473 8.9% 3.2% 87.9%  Norway  –  –  –  – 

China 640 2.2% 26.1% 71.7%  Oman 257 21.4% 30.0% 48.6% 

Colombia 547 2.2% 2.9% 94.9%  Philippines 342 .0% 5.3% 94.7% 

Croatia  –  –  –  –  Portugal 404 31.2% 9.9% 58.9% 

Cyprus 204 5.4% .0%  94.6%  Qatar  –  –  –  – 

Czech Republic 281 2.1% 18.5% 79.4%  Romania 336 4.5% 5.1% 90.5% 

Denmark  –  –  –  –  Russia 390 9.5% 11.8% 78.7% 

Ecuador 358 5.3% 5.9% 88.8%  Serbia 402 1.7% 16.2% 82.1% 

Egypt 397 2.3% 12.6% 85.1%  Sierra Leone 195 8.2% 19.5% 72.3% 

El Salvador 249 3.2% 5.2% 91.6%  Singapore 94 1.1% 4.3% 94.7% 

Estonia 259 1.9% 20.1% 78.0%  South Africa 354 .6% 14.1% 85.3% 

Ethiopia 343 3.8% 11.4% 84.8%  South Korea 355 .3% 15.8% 83.9% 

Finland 353 1.1% 23.5% 75.4%  Spain 389 .3% 7.5% 92.3% 

France 222 .5% 5.9% 93.7%  Sudan 274 1.8% 9.9% 88.3% 

Germany  –  –  –  –  Sweden  –  –  –  – 

Greece 380 .3% .5% 99.2%  Switzerland  –  –  –  – 

Hong Kong 448 3.8% 17.0% 79.2%  Tanzania 272 29.0% 44.9% 26.1% 

Hungary 343 9.3% 14.6% 76.1%  Thailand  –  –  –  – 

Iceland 174 1.1% 10.3% 88.5%  Turkey 94 1.1% 12.8% 86.2% 

India 493 5.5% 17.8% 76.7%  UAE 219 2.3% 2.3% 95.4% 

Indonesia  –  –  –  –  UK 677 .6% 11.1% 88.3% 

Ireland 301 2.7% 15.9% 81.4%  USA 413 2.4% 7.7% 89.8% 

Israel 336 9.8% 3.0% 87.2%       

 


